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Clarifications and Q&A Responses for Pre-Qualification Process No. 15/22
1. General
Pursuant to section 16 of the Pre-Qualification Documents, the following are amendments and clarifications of the Pre-Qualification Documents.
All capitalized terms in this document shall have the meaning ascribed to in Appendix A of the Pre-Qualification Documents.
Each request that has no direct answer in the following answers, will be seen a request that was rejected by the Tender Committee. 
The clarifications to the Pre-Qualification Documents constitute an integral part thereof. The Pre-Qualification Documents and the clarifications shall be regarded as one document. 
An amended version of the Pre-Qualification Documents is posted on the Website, as well as an MS-Word version of Appendixes B & C. Please use the amended version for submitting the PQ Submission. In case of a discrepancy between the PDF amended version and the MS-Word version, the PDF amended version shall prevail.   
2. Postponement of PQ Submission Date
The last date for submission of the PQ Submissions is postpone to January 25th, 2023, at 17:00. 


3. Response to Questions

	No.
	Tender, or No. of Appendix
	No. of section in the Tender / Appendix
	The Question or Request
	Response

	3.1
	Invitation for Prequalification
	Section A Pre-Qualification Schedule
	Because of the holiday season, end of the year, the availability of some people to deliver some requested administrative documents is limited. We therefore kindly ask you to extend the final date for submission of PQ submissions till 19 January 2023. 
	Please see section 2 above, referring to the postponement of the PQ submission date.

	3.2
	Invitation for Prequalification
	Section B. Threshold Conditions

General
	We understand that BDMA requests to have only one point of contact within the frame of the project. Thus, could you please confirm that a candidate will be entitled to submit in the tender answer either (i) an offer as prime contractor, relying upon a subcontractor(s), or (ii) a joint offer in a form of a joint-undertaking (consortium for instance) provided that the said Consortium shall be represented by one representative, acting as the Leader of the Consortium?
	The BSMA intends to allow the Respondents to submit an offer as a prime contractor. This issue will be addressed in the Tender Documents. 

	3.3
	Invitation for Prequalification
	Section B. Threshold Conditions

Reference Projects
	In the Invitation for Prequalification Section B the requirement for reference projects is stated:
“The human effort devoted to building the system was at least 180 person-months”

However, in Appendix B2: Reference Projects Form, The Respondent's role within the Project, the question to be answered is:
“The human effort devoted to building the system was at least 18 person-months?”

Could Contracting Authority clarify which human effort to building the system in the reference project is required?
	180 person-months. Please see attach the amended version of the Pre-Qualification Documents.  

	3.4
	Invitation for Prequalification
	Section C The Pre-Qualification Process

Submission of the PQ Submission
	In the chapter Submission of the PQ Submission it is stated:
“The PQ Submission must be submitted in a signed and sealed envelope with no external identification”
Could Contracting Authority clarify what is the meaning of “external identification”? 
In this context, what form/kind of signature on the envelope we should use to avoid the “external identification”?
	An envelope with no logo or name of the submitter. The envelope itself should not be signed. 

	3.5
	Invitation for prequalification,

B. Threshold Conditions
	Compliance with the Provisions of the Public Entities Transactions Law and General Requirements
	Compliance with the Provisions of the Public Entities Transactions Law and General Requirement section states:
“Respondent must attach to the Submission Form an affidavit certified by an attorney, in the format set forth in Appendix C of the Tender”
Appendix B1, table “Documents and Affidavits” list “Attorney certification attesting that the Submission was signed by the Respondent's authorized signatories” as a separate document.

Could Contracting Authority confirm that “Attorney certification attesting that the Submission was signed by the Respondent's authorized signatories” as a separate document is accepted?
	The Attorney certification attesting that the Submission was signed by the Respondent's authorized signatories is a separate document.

	3.6
	Appendix C

Affidavit Pursuant to Section 0 of the Tender
	Section 1.50 – 1.57
	The numbering of sections in Appendix C starts from 1.17 (as a continuation of appendix B3). Sections 1.50 – 1.57 are empty (except for 1.54, 1.55).

Could Contracting Authority provide empty sections?
	There are no empty sections - there has been an error in the numbering of the sections of Appendix C. It is amended it the amended version.

	3.7
	Appendix C

Affidavit Pursuant to Section 0 of the Tender
	Section 1.17
	The section 1.17 of Appendix C refers to “Tender No. 82/2013 for the Supply of a Biometric Matching System ("Tender")”, which is different from the Invitation for Pre-Qualification number 15/22.

Could Contracting Authority confirm the tender number in the section 1.17 of Appendix C?
	Please see attached an amended version of Appendix C, in which it is clarified that the sections referring to compliance with the provisions of the Public Entities Transactions Law is relevant only to Israeli Respondents.

	3.8
	AUTOMATED BIOMETRIC IDENTIFICATION SYSTEMS FOR THE STATE OF ISRAEL- 15/22
	7. Pre Qualification Schedule
	The respondent requests the Authority to consider an extension of 6 weeks (30 working days) to the PQ submission date. Many government and corporate businesses close their offices during the period 23rd December to 2nd January for the Christmas and New Year holidays. Access to critical staff including legal teams, attorneys and auditors, and access to clients for reference approvals may mean that the Authority does not receive PQ responses from leading suppliers of ABIS solutions, which could directly affect the quality and competitiveness of the tendering process and final solution. 
	Please see section 2 above, referring to the postponement of the PQ submission date.

	3.9
	General
	
	Each form must be signed by the authorized signatory of Respondent.
Is it possible that the bid documents and forms will be signed by someone granted a Power of Attorney for this project? If yes, do you require a specific form for this Power of Attorney? 
In Germany the certification should be in front of a Notary and not an Attorney-at-Law, can the certifications be changed accordingly
	The term "signatory" is referring to anyone that is authorized to sign in the name of the Respondent for the purpose of the PQ, according to the attorney certification required in section 10.4.2. 
If according to the laws of the country in which the Respondent is incorporated, such a certification should be issued by a Notary, the certification may be changed accordingly. 

	3.10
	Appendix C
	
	Please confirm, if it is in order for Respondents not incorporated in Israel to delete section 1.26 through 1.46 of Appendix C. If not kindly explain.
	Please see the amended version of Appendix C.

	3.11
	Date of Submission
	
	Due to the Christmas Holiday season in Europe and the request to submit the response in hardcopy by post/courier, we herewith kindly request to extend the submission date by 2 weeks
	Please see section 2 above, referring to the postponement of the PQ submission date.

	
	
	
	
	

	3.12
	General
	A. Invitation for Pre-Qualification  
7. Pre-Qualification Schedule
	Due to the USA holiday period that starts these days and lasts until the first week of January and since we are required to contact our customers, most of whom are Federal Agencies, in order to get their consent to serve as a reference to the PQ submission, we therefore request a postponement of the submission date to January 30th.
	Please see section 2 above, referring to the postponement of the PQ submission date.
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